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INTRODUCTION
Education in the opinion of (Akindutire, 2010) is regarded by many as the key that unlocks the
development of personal and national potentials of individuals including their rights and powers.
However, (Abdulkareem, 2010) sees it as the best legacy a nation can provide for its citizenry, as it
ensures a relative permanent change in the thinking perspective of the individual to commitment and
development of the immediate environment. It is the light, without which  the whole world would be in
darkness, as it also serves as the basis of scientific and technological breakthrough and modernity,
which have made all nations of the world accord immense priority to it, even though the levels of priority
range from one country to another. (Balogun, 2010).
Over the years, it was evident through researches that the success of an educational enterprise
particularly, in terms of quality, depends to a very large extent, on the regular supply of teachers in
adequate quantity and quality. The federal Government of Nigeria (2004) asserts that no nation can
achieve economic, social and technological progress and self sufficiency without a good system of
education to sustain its achievement. Nevertheless, what makes a good system of education depends
on the quality of teachers available in the system. According to Ibukun (2004), the quality of human
resources in form of teachers often dictates the extent of the effectiveness of educational programmes.
Therefore, in order to achieve any socio political, economic and scientific development in a country,
there is the dire need for qualified teachers who are equiped with the desire knowledge, skills
competence, commitment and above all, good manners with genuine intentions to perform their duties
professionally. Hence, there is the need to always appraise the nations system of teachers’education
with a view to ensuring adequate supply of quality teachers, in the right mix, to man the various levels of
the educational system in the country.
The Federal government of Nigeria through its National policy of Education (2004, edition) in Articles
70 (b) on teacher Education in Nigeria stipulated that the minimum qualification for entry into the
teaching profession shall be the Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE). This further justifies this effort
in order to appraise the teacher education system in Nigeria with the view of fostering solutions to the
rot in the system before it further soil the good effort in revamping the Nigeria teacher education system
in this global era when the information communication Technology is deployed all over the world to
achieve greatness and accomplish various progressive tasks for national development, rather than
deploying the good thing (ICT) to corrupt use by aspiring teachers who are supposed to be entrusted
later in life with the future generations of the nation.
ACADEMIC CHEATING AMONG SCIENCE STUDENTS
According to the British Broadcasting corporation dictionary (1992), cheating is described as a lie or a
dishonest behaviour that people exhibit in order to get or achieve something. There is certainly no
doubt about its being categorised as a maladaptive behaviour.
However, the quality of instructions to be given to all Nigerian citizens at all levels of education is to be
oriented towards the inculcation of the following values as reflected in the National policy on Education
(2004):
(a)    Respect for the work and dignity of the individuals;
(b)    Faith in man’s ability to make rational decisions;
(c)    Moral and spiritual principle in interpersonal and human relations;
(d)    Shared responsibility for the common good of the society
(e)    Promotion of the physical, emotional and psychology development of all children; and
(f)      Acquisition of competently necessary for self reliance.
Therefore, every citizen enrolled in schools is to be oriented towards the inculcation of the above stated
values. The inculcation of these laudable values that is to bring about the realization of national goals is
been hindered by a number of maladaptive behaviour inherent in the science students in college of
education. The chief of this is cheating in examination using information Communication Technology
devices such as scientific calculators, Mobile phones, Palm top computers etc.
Gesinde (2007) as cited in Agidi, 1997; Fiberesima 2001; Bankole, 2006; Imona, 2006 and Olowu,
2006 in a well reviewed literature from where he indicated that Agidi (1997) specifically classified
common academic cheatings in Nigeria schools into nine, namely, Externally aided collusion, Internally
aided collusion, Inspection/accreditation, Fraud, leakages, admission, impersonation,
assault/intimidation, High tech and computer fraud respectively. He added that, these diverse forms of
cheating could be perpetrated before, during and after examinations depending on the type of
examination (Fiberesima, 2001; Gesinde, 2002). Just as there are different forms of cheating, so also
are the causative factors for engaging in cheating are assorted. These include students, teachers,
parents, environment, management group causes respectively. Other factors could be grouped under
fear of failure, peer pressure, sickness and a host of other reasons as highlighted by Nwagugo (2005)
as cited by Gesinde (2007).
Although, efforts are geared up to nip this ugly development in the bind as significant number of
students have been warned, rusticated or expelled for various examination malpractices and
misconducts.
However, one prominent reason why ICT is employed by students in this ignoble act is because they
are used mainly by them in their school work than other categories of students in other areas of studies
that are not science related.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS:
(i)                  In what order would reasons predisposing cheating behaviour in male and female science
students follow?
(ii)                Do male and female science students differ in their least preferred reason predisposing
them to cheating behaviour?
METHOD:
The study adopted a surrey design using a self developed questionnaire to obtain responses. A total of
150 science students comprising of (50) from Tai Solarin College of Education, Omu-Ijebu, Ogun
State, (50) from the Federal College of Education, Osiele, Abeokuta, Ogun State and (50) from
Federal College of Education Special, Oyo who registered for the 2008/2009 academic session
constituted the population of the study. The sample of the study however was purposively selected from
all levels as shown in the following breakdown.
Level Total Percentage
Preliminary studies 25 16.67
NCE 1 35 23.33
NCE 2 45 30.00
NCE 3 45 30.00
TOTAL 150 100.00
The respondent were purposively selected because they indicated that they have employed ICT to
cheat in the past test or examination. They were made of 87 (58.0%) males and 63 (42.0%) females.
Their age ranged between 16 to 27 with a mean age of 21.50 and standard deviation of 6.11.
Authors constructed questionnaire tagged some reasons for cheating in test/exams was used to gather
the data. The questionnaire has two divisions namely section A which is on demographic information
including Sex, Age, Religion, Level and school while section B consist of 20 items reasons for cheating
behaviours. The 20 items were content validated by three experts in the area of test and measurement.
The respondents were instructed to tick as many reasons as possible for their cheating behaviours.
The test re-tests reliability index of the instrument was found to be 0.63 using Pearson Product Moment
Correlation Coefficient. The questionnaires were personally administered by the researchers to the
respondents in group and collected on same day. Only those that were properly filled were used for
data analysis.
RESULTS
The data generated from the study were analysed using frequency count, percentage and rank-order
for the first research questions. Chi-square was employed for the analysis of the second research
question. The following tables present the results of the analysis.
TABLE 1:
A comparison of percentage, rank-order and frequency count of reasons of predisposing cheating
behaviour between male and female science students in colleges of education in Nigeria using (ICT)
devices
RESPONSES
MALE FEMALE
S/N ITEMS YES
%
NO % RANK YES % NO % RANK
1. To many
subjects/courses
to write exam on
71
(81.60)
16
(18.40)
1st 50
(79.4)
13
(20.60)
1st
2. The questions
are too difficult
70
(80.60)
17
(19.40)
2nd 49
(77.80)
14
(22.20)
2nd
3. I did not prepare
well for the
examination
66
(75.50)
21
(24.5)
3rd 47
(74.60)
16
(25.40)
3rd
4. I have failed
before, I did not
want to fail again
64
(73.60)
23
(26.4)
4th 46
(73.00)
17
(27.00)
4th
5. I was sick 63
(72.40)
24
(27.6)
5th 45
(71.40)
18
(28.60)
5th
6. The invigilator
was not vigilant
62
(71.30)
25
(28.70)
6th 25
(60.3)
38
(39.70)
13th
7. I performed
poorly in the
continuous
assessment
61
(70.10)
26
(29.0)
7th 21
(33.30)
42
(66.60)
20th
8. I did not want to
fail
60
(69.40)
27
(30.60)
8th 41
(65.10)
22
(34.90)
8th
9. I want to satisfy
my parents
57
(65.70)
30
(34.30)
9th 41
(65.10)
22
(34.90)
9th
10. The time
allocate for the
exam is in
adequate
54
(62.30)
33
(37.70)
10th 40
(63.50)
22
(36.50)
10th
11. Inadequate
materials
prevented the
invigilators from
concentrating
53
(60.90)
34
(39.10)
11th 39
(61.90)
24
(38.10)
11th
12. Education
facilities in-
adequate
44
(50.10)
43
(49.4)
12th 39
(61.90)
24
(38.10)
12th
13. The number of
students on a
seat are too
many
40
(46.0)
47
(54.0)
13th 43
(68.30)
20
(31.70)
6th
14. Some people
cheat and were
not caught
37
(42.5)
50
(57.5)
14th 37
(58.70)
26
(41.30)
14th
15. I saw other
cheating so I
joined them
36
(41.40)
51
(58.6)
15th 35
(55.6)
28
(44.40)
15th
16. Cheating is a
usual practice
now a days
34
(39.10)
53
(60.9)
16th 30
(47.60)
33
(52.40)
16th
17. I did not sit for
continuous
assessment
32
(36.90)
35
(63.20)
17th 28
(44.40)
35
(55.60)
17th
18. I am too old to
read and pass
30
(34.50)
57
(65.5)
18th 25
(39.70)
38
(60.30)
18th
19. The teacher did
not cover the
27
(31.0)
60
(69.0)
19th 24
(38.10)
39
(61.90)
19thy
syllabus
20. I hate the course 24
(27.6)
63
(72.4)
20th 42
(66.70)
21
(33.30)
20th
The rank order comparison of reasons predisposing male and female science students in colleges of
Education in Nigeria to cheat in tests and examinations using Information Communication Technology
(ICT) devices indicates that, too many subjects/courses to write examination  on and the difficultly of the
question top the list respectively on both sides of the male and female respondents. However, they
differ in the least reasons for engaging in cheating using (ICT) devices. While the males reasoned that
they hate the courses they are into, the females differed by reasoning that their poor performance in the
continuous assessment is responsible.
TABLE 2
Gender difference in the least preferred reason for cheating in examination by science students in
colleges of education in Nigeria using (ICT) devices.
Item Gender Yes  No  Total X2
cal
X2cri Df P
  Obs Exp Obs Exp      
I hate
the
course
Male
Female
24
42
33.26
32.24
63
21
42.74
42.27
87
63
0.28
0.50
10.75
19.20
 
1
 
0.5
The result presented in the table above revealed that, there exist a significant gender difference in the
least reason for cheating by science students in colleges of educations  in Nigeria using (ICT) devices.
DISCUSSION
The main point being stressed by the outcome of the analysis of this study is that the science students
in colleges of education in Nigeria have diverse reasons for cheating using (ICT) devices. Both male
and female students unanimously agreed that the two top reasons why they engage in cheating
behaviours with (ICT) devices is that there are too many courses/subjects for them to write on and that
their examination questions are too difficult. This observation is actually not too dissenting from the
opinion of observers who have actually pointed out that the number of courses that are run per
semester in the colleges of education are to many with scanty contents and the suggest should be
compresed to fewer but bulky ones that are rich in content.
However, the second reason of questions being too difficult could be better explained by passing the
lot to the doorsteps of the students who are usually very lazy. This is because there is always laid down
procedures of standardization of examination questions in colleges of education in Nigeria through the
invitation of external examiners to vet the questions before they are administered, particularly in the
higher levels i.e The second and final levels of studies in the college.
Despite the fact that there is consensus on the two major factors responsible for the engagement of the
students in cheating behaviour, they however differ in other factors, for instance, the item ranked as
13th among the females ranked 6th among male which indicates that there is slight difference in the
areas of disagreement.
Analysis of the second research question also indicated that significant differences exists in the least
preferred reasons for cheating. As most males hate the courses they are doing because according  to
many of them, they prefer to go to universities than colleges of education as they don’t like to become
teachers in the future but are only passing their time to re-try the entrance examination to universities
next year instead of staying at home while the females reasoned that they engaged in cheating
because they perform poorly in the continuous assessment.
IMPLICATIONS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION AND COUNSELLING
The outcome of this study has a number of implications for science Educators and school counsellors.
Firstly, sex does not prevent students from cheating in examinations thus, invigilators should ensure that
adequate supervision is given during the examinations and secondly the school counsellors should
address these identified problems during the orientation programme for new students and other
counselling programmes.
Thirdly, emotive behaviour therapy the reality therapy are strongly recommend to be used to change the
orientation of erring students in addition to the application of laid down punishment for such offences.
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